Southport Golf Club – Member’s News – 8th January 2011

      January News
             [image: image1.jpg]



We are the first week into 2011 and we pick up where we left 2010 with RAIN, RAIN AND MORE RAIN!! Throughout December the course received a massive amount of rainfall with 517mm or approx 21nches. This resulted in the course being closed on 4 days and a further 15 days when motor buggies were not allowed. Several competition days were also affected when heavy rain disrupted the afternoon fields and many rounds were not completed. 
Course

Your board has decided to “protect” the course from damage and from further fairway soil compaction problems. To this end, the club will continue to be conservative in deciding whether or not to allow motor buggies on the course after significant rain events. This is necessary to enable the Greens Staff to present the course year round in the best possible condition. “Short term pain for long term gain”
Patching affected areas where the grass has died as a result of water lying in depressions will commence next week. Depressions will be partly filled with sand and turf laid in an attempt to minimize this problem in future. This patching will be progressively undertaken on the 1st, 6th, 8th and 9th fairways and we ask for player patience whilst this work progresses over the next few weeks. .  
A decision will be taken shortly on the extent of remedial work to be undertaken on the 4th fairway. This fairway was well on the way to recovery before the major rainfall in December and has now been

 “set back” considerably.
Mowing has been another problem, with fairway and rough mowers not able to access many areas. As weather permits, a return to the regular mowing regime is underway. Again, player patience is necessary. There is little point in causing long term damage to the course by attempting to mow when the ground is too wet to support the machinery. 

Course Renovations

On February 7th, 8th and 9th   the course will be closed for the biannual renovations. 

Cart Paths
Quotations for construction of cart paths as detailed in the December Newsletter are now being sought.  
Matchplay Event
The matchplay event scheduled for December and January is cancelled through lack of entries.
Junior Pennants
Junior Pennant is now underway. The boys have played a few matches and although they have received a few losses they are enjoying themselves and gaining valuable experience.
Golf Events
Player of the Year Event – The first event for the year will be held on Saturday 21st January. This event will run for the full year with the players’ best 10 Stableford scores out of the 12 events used to determine the winner. 
Pegler Shield- Honour Board Event, Saturday the 29th January. Teams of 4 Aggregate Stableford.

February Monthly Medal- Saturday 5th February. Proudly sponsored by Yamaha.
Team of 4 Ambrose – Saturday 12th February.
Nine and Dine-  Friday 4th February 2011

4pm Shotgun- bookings through the website.
Public Holiday- Wednesday 26th January Australia Day – Medley Single Stableford
                                                             PTO
Wednesday Competitions During the summer months men are permitted to play on Wednesdays. A separate competition for both men and women will be held. 

Social Events
Friday Night Raffles and members draw re-commenced on Friday 7th January. 
Nine and Dine-  Friday 4th February 2011

4pm Shotgun- bookings through the website. 

Greek Night Friday 21st January 2011. Enjoy traditional Greek cuisine prepared by our Head Chef Nigel and his staff. This will be a night of good food, fun and laughter – all with a Greek theme. Platters of Greek Style food will be served on tables to share. 
$35 per person. Enjoy the evening in the comfort of our air-conditioned clubhouse. Bookings at the Bistro. 

Australia Day Golf day and Party. Sunday 23rd January, Medley 4 person Ambrose. “Tart up the Cart” and “Dress Up” to celebrate (optional). Prizes for best dressed cart and for the best dressed golfing group. $35 per person including golf and dinner. Bookings through the Golf Shop. 
Golf Shop

Michael Brown who held a permanent part time position in the Golf Shop has chosen to take a full time position at the Toowoomba University. Michael spent 18 months in the shop and leaves with our good wishes for the future. He will be replaced by James Chapman. James who was a junior member of Southport Golf Club for 4 years has just returned after studying abroad. Graeme Moore has also commenced work in the shop and brings our Golf Shop staffing to full complement.  We take this opportunity to welcome both James and Graeme to Southport Golf club. 
Rules Quiz

 What happens if your fellow competitor who is attending the flagstick forgets to remove the flag as you attempt to make your putt and the ball hits the flagstick??? Who is penalized??
Well, the person who is putting is responsible for this rules breach and rule 17 -3 will apply, which is a two stroke penalty. 

Want to learn more about the rules or test your knowledge? Go to the Royal and Ancient Website
www.randa.org.

Neil Peters
Club Captain
(General Manager Andrew Kirkman is on Annual Leave).

